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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION — 
MEMBER FOR KALAMUNDA 

Statement 
HON NICK GOIRAN (South Metropolitan) [5.09 pm]: I rise this evening to call for the resignation of 
Matthew Hughes, the member for Kalamunda, from the Joint Standing Committee on the Corruption and Crime 
Commission. Madam President, I do so with great reluctance. However, a post from Facebook by Matthew Hughes, 
the member for Kalamunda, has been drawn to my attention today—I intend to seek leave of the house to table 
it—that demonstrates that this member is no longer competent to serve on the Joint Standing Committee on the 
Corruption and Crime Commission. I will quote from the post today by the member for Kalamunda. As I said, I will 
seek leave later to table it for members to be able to read the entire post themselves. A portion of the post states — 

What bothers me, as a member of the JSCCCC, is that there was no requirement for the dissenting voice 
on the JSCCCC to provide documented justification for that dissent. In my opinion the unwillingness to 
concur with the recommendation of an independent nominating committee, which has been forwarded by 
the Premier-of-the-day as required by the Act, requires clear and rigorous justification, as much as it 
would have been expected of the Premier-of-the-day had he or she decided to make a recommendation 
for the appointment of a candidate other than the candidate recommended by the nominating committee. 

I will leave it to the committee and members of the other place to deal with the extent to which that post breaches any 
parliamentary privilege. That is not the purpose of my statement today. The purpose of my statement today is as 
a former chair of this committee for eight years. During that time, I had the honour to serve with several distinguished 
members of the Australian Labor Party. In my first four years, I served with John Hyde, the then member for Perth, 
and Hon Matthew Benson-Lidholm. Throughout those four years, both those members displayed integrity and 
competence in their role. In my second term, for four years I had the honour of serving with one of the most 
outstanding legislators that Western Australia has had, Hon Adele Farina, and I also served in that term, initially, 
with Hon Paul Papalia and subsequently the current Speaker of the Legislative Assembly, Hon Peter Watson. In 
all those times serving with those members of the Australian Labor Party, I can say as chair of the committee for 
eight years that the work of the committee was done with due competence and with all due integrity. 
This member, the member for Kalamunda, has today demonstrated that he does not have the competence to serve 
on that committee. It is simply astonishingly ignorant of the member to suggest that the process involves 
a recommendation from the nominating committee and that somehow the joint standing committee approves 
a recommendation made by the nominating committee. This member does not even understand this most important 
process. The process involves a nominating committee, headed by the Chief Justice, who provides three names to 
the Premier of the day, and the Premier of the day selects one of those names and puts that name as a recommendation 
to the joint standing committee. The committee then has to consider the recommendation of the Premier of the day 
and make a decision on a majority and bipartisan basis. The member for Kalamunda is gravely mistaken if, after 
three years of service on the committee, he thinks that the process is about a recommendation from the nominating 
committee. It is factually incorrect. It is at the heart of the system that the nominating committee simply provides 
three names and the recommendation is then provided by the Premier to the standing committee. 
As to whether the committee or members of the other place choose to deal with the matter that seems to imply that 
there is a singular dissenting voice, I simply do not know the answer to that question. I do not have the information 
at my disposal. That is a matter for people in other jurisdictions. But this member has demonstrated that he no longer 
has the competence to serve on this most important committee. I say that with great reservation and reluctance, having 
served on the committee for eight years and having served with those distinguished members of the Australian Labor 
Party whom I have named previously. But this situation cannot be allowed to stand. We cannot have a member of the 
other place serving on this important committee with this level of ineptitude, incompetence and lack of integrity. 
As an aside, in considering this matter this afternoon, I had the opportunity to review a report that the committee 
that I served on in the last Parliament tabled in November 2016. During the course of the debate in recent days on 
the controversial matter that the Premier has created, I have been, at times, reluctant to disclose anything that has 
happened during the time that I was the chair of the committee, for obvious reasons, because, quite clearly, unlike 
the member for Kalamunda, I am aware that committee deliberations are not able to be released. I was confident 
in my own mind that during the time that I served on the committee there were instances when, as chair, I was put 
in a difficult position and, in fact, a tense position, with the Premier of the day, Mr Barnett. There will be more than 
a few members of the Western Australian Parliament who will know that he and I did not necessarily have the best 
relationship. Maybe this episode that is occurring at the moment between the joint standing committee and the 
current Premier might shine some light for some people on why that might have been the case. I knew in the last 
few days that I was unable to reveal anything that had been deliberated on by the committee, yet I am pleased this 
evening to quote from page 48 of the report that I chaired in the last Parliament. We said —  
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It has been the practice in this Parliament for the Premier to attach the Chief Justice’s report from the 
nominating committee when he writes to the Committee with his recommendation for the appointment 
of a Commissioner or PICCC. 

That is the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission. It continues — 
The Committee has found this useful and on occasion has interviewed more than one nominee. In one case, 
it recommended to the Premier that he appoint a person other than the proposed candidate due to a specific 
operational reason for the Commission. 

Madam President, I call for these opinion-makers in Western Australia at the moment who think that they know a great 
deal about this matter, including the Premier whose ham-fisted approach to this matter has now made it untenable for 
the very person that he wants to put in there to continue in the position. I call on those people to realise that there are 
times when this committee, which receives a lot of evidence in closed hearings, has specific operational reasons why 
a particular person is not appropriate. I cannot go into those matters, but I can at least gratefully disclose this evening 
that on at least one occasion when I was chair of the committee, we said to the Premier of the day, “Sorry, Premier, you 
can’t have that particular person. You’re not going to get bipartisan and majority support of our committee, and there 
is a specific operational reason for it.” It has happened before. Instead of the Premier and Attorney General carrying 
on as they did at the press conference the other day, which was the most despicable thing I have seen for a long time, 
they might just take a moment to pause and some cooler heads in government might say to them, “Listen, this has 
happened before and that is why the system needs to be as robust as it is.” We cannot have the member for Kalamunda 
showing this level of incompetence and continuing to serve on that committee. I call for his immediate resignation. 
With the leave of the house, I would like to table the two-page document, which is a screenshot of the Facebook 
post from today by Matthew Hughes, member for Kalamunda. 
Leave denied.  

Tabling of Paper 
Hon MARTIN ALDRIDGE: I rise under standing order 59, “Documents Quoted in Debate”. Standing order 59(2) 
states — 

At the conclusion of a speech in which a Member has quoted from a document, the document shall be 
tabled upon the request of any other Member, unless the Member states the document is a confidential 
document. 

I understand that Hon Nick Goiran quoted from a document during the course of the debate. I ask the member to 
table that document. 
The PRESIDENT: In response to Hon Martin Aldridge, I am going to seek some advice, but I think the practice 
in the past has been that when a member has quoted from a document, if they have not already indicated they plan 
on tabling it, a member needs to ask during that speech for them to table that document. The member said that he 
planned on doing it, but then he sought leave at the end and, obviously, leave was not granted. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: As Madam President deliberates on her decision on this matter, can I respectfully suggest 
that in fairness to members who would have been led to believe that I was going to seek leave at the conclusion of 
my remarks, it would be understandable that they would not have availed themselves of that opportunity under the 
standing order whilst they were waiting to assent to my request for leave. I think that in this instance it is appropriate 
for the member to be able to avail himself of this standing order. I make it clear that the document is not confidential 
and I have no difficulty whatsoever in tabling this document, which is on the public record. 
The PRESIDENT: I am going to seek some further clarification and I will provide a decision tomorrow morning 
about how that document will be managed. 
Hon NICK GOIRAN: Thank you, Madam President. 

Statement 
HON SUE ELLERY (South Metropolitan — Leader of the House) [5.21 pm]: I think it is necessary for me to 
rise to provide at least a preliminary response to the matters raised. I think Hon Nick Goiran is right about one thing: 
this is a matter for the Legislative Assembly; it is not a matter for a member of another house to stand and call for 
the resignation of a member of the Assembly. 
Hon Peter Collier: They do it down there all the time. 
Hon SUE ELLERY: I am giving my view about which element of the honourable member’s comments I agree 
with: that this is a matter for the Legislative Assembly. 
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